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Greetings All, 

I was on a 2-week business trip recently and apparently missed spring and summer. But that’s not all bad 
since the cold and rainy weather allows more time to enjoy working on carried-over winter model 
railroading projects. At least that’s the story I’m having trouble selling to my wife. 

Here we are in May 2016 and that means our Division must conduct its bi-annual officer elections. As you 
know I’ve made many requests over these past several months for volunteers to run for the position of 
Superintendent but to no avail. Back in December I asked Wayne Betty, our Assistant Superintendent, to 
conduct a thorough search for my replacement and Wayne’s diligent efforts recently paid off. I’m delighted 
to announce that Tim Himmelberger from Lebanon has graciously volunteered to run for the position of 
Susquehanna Division 11 Superintendent. 

Tim and his son Joshua have attended just about every Division activity since they joined the NMRA. Tim 
was also one of the first members to volunteer to serve on our 2017 MER Convention Committee and at 
the first organizational meeting volunteered to serve as the publicity chairman. I am confident Tim’s 
enthusiasm and passion for our great hobby will serve him well as he accepts the position of Division 
Superintendent. 

You will find the ballot and voting instructions on page 19. You will also note that Wayne Betty, Assistant 
Superintendent, and Paul Tice, Chief Clerk (treasurer and secretary); have also volunteered to continue in 
their current leadership positions. I realize the ballot only contains one member for each position; 
however, by sending in your vote you are demonstrating your personal confidence in your leadership 
team and thanks for their many hours of work on your behalf. 

We have two great events ahead – our May 14 morning clinics and afternoon layout visits starting at the 
Quakertown PA train station are outlined on page 4, and our Sunday, June 26 Live Steam Day event at 
the Pennsylvania Live Steamers facility in Collegeville PA as discussed on page 7. Please note that both 
events require advanced registration due to facility size limitations at the Quakertown train station and 
club requirements at the live steam event. 

Please take time to view the three full page hobby shop advertisements at the end of this newsletter. All 
three have been strong supporters of the NMRA and specifically our Division activities and each is owned 
by wonderful and devoted model railroaders. Their loyal support helps offset the printing and mailing 
expenses of our Sidetracks and other Division expenses. When you next visit their shops, which I hope 
will be soon, kindly take time to meet the owners and personally thank them for their dedication to our 
hobby and financial assistance to our Division. And please support them as they graciously support us. 

Once again I sincerely appreciate Tim volunteering to take the Superintendent throttle and to Wayne and 
Paul for their many years of dedicated service to our Division and willingness to continue in their 
leadership positions! 
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Pennsylvania - NMRA Susquehanna Division.  Sunday, June 26, the Susquehanna Division will present a 
Live Steam Day event at the PA Live Steamers (PLS) club located in Collegeville, PA. The program begins at 
11:00 AM with an introduction covering the history, construction, and operation of the railroad that operates a 
variety of steam and diesel equipment in 1.5", 1", and 3/4" scale as well as 1 gauge. Train rides will be 
provided for those who would like to ride around the mainline.  

The PA Live Steamers own a five-acre property located at 468 Gravel Pike, Collegeville PA, which is about 25 
miles northwest of Philadelphia. Specifically the facility is located .5 north of the intersection of routes 29 and 
113 in Rahns.  It will be on the east side of Route 29 while traveling north.  

 

 

For more information about the PLS visit their website at www.palivesteamers.org. PLS club regulations 
require advanced registration. To register contact Dan Horting at 717-285-7320 or email Dan at 
K4sbuilder@comcast.net by June 20. Dan will send a liability form that must be completed by persons 
planning to attend. 
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Pike Ads are available for $10 for a 6-issue year. This fee helps to further offset the cost of mailing 
hard-copy newsletters, and your support is greatly appreciated.  For information about placing an ad, 
please contact Ron Smith at rsmith@susquehannanmra.org 
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Make your plans now to join us this Fall 

from October 20 – 23, 2016 at Tracks to 

the Triangle in Durham, NC!�
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October 20-23, 2016 
 

2016 MER Fall 
Convention 

 
Tracks to the Triangle 

�
www.mer2016.org 
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The Susquehannock Is Coming! 
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NMRA Susquehanna Division 11 (MER) 2016 Officers Ba llot 
 
In accordance with Division by-laws, the positions of Superintendent, Assistant Superintendent, and 
Chief Clerk are open for the term July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2018. Below are the only volunteers for 
these three positions. 
 
Division by-laws allow electronic (email) voting. It is not necessary for you to email this form for your 
vote. You only need to indicate who you are voting for in any convenient format, such as “I vote for 
the 3 listed candidates.”   
 
Please send your email vote to Richard Wurst, Voting Committee Chairman, at the following address: 
rjwurst@comcast.net  Be sure to include “NMRA Elections” in the subject line to assure your e-mail is 
processed. Rich will confirm receipt of your vote by return email within 3 days of receipt. If you vote 
by email and do not receive an email confirmation within 5 days from when you sent it please resend 
another email vote. 
 
You may also mail your vote by sending an appropriately marked ballot back to: Richard Wurst, Attn: 
Division Election, 5 Hardy Court, Lancaster PA 17602-4176. The reason for including your name, 
signature, and return address (email or mailing address) is to provide confirmation of your vote. 
 
Results will be presented in the July Sidetracks. 
 
 
 

POSITION       NOMINEE    VOTE 
 

SUPERINTENDENT        TIM HIMMELBERGER    ____ 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT      WAYNE BETTY     ____ 
 
CHIEF CLERK          PAUL TICE     ____  

 

____________________________   _________________________ 

MEMBER NAME       SIGNATURE 

 

______________________________________________________ 

EMAIL OR HOME ADDRESS 
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Susquehanna Sidetracks 
 
Official publication of the Susquehanna Division 11  
Of the National Model Railroad Association 
 
138 Old School House Lane 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Susquehanna Division #11 Newsletter MAIL Subscripti on Form  
Mid-Eastern Region, National Model Railroad Association, Inc. 

Send form to: Paul Tice, 6710 Moul Road, Thomasville, PA 17364 
 
_____ $15.00 per Year       _____ Change of Address  
 
_____ Number of Years      _____ Total Amount Enclosed  
 
The Susquehanna Division is located in the central portion of Pennsylvania. The Counties served are: Adams, Berks, 
Blair, Cambria, Carbon, Centre, Columbia, Cumberland, Dauphin, Huntingdon, Juniata, Lackawanna, Lancaster, 
Lebanon, Lehigh, Luzerne, Lycoming, Mifflin, Monroe, Montour, Northampton, Northumberland, Perry, Pike, Schuylkill, 
Snyder, Sullivan, Susquehanna, Union, Wayne, Wyoming, and York.  
 
If you wish to have the newsletter mailed to you, rather than having it sent via e-mail, you must subscribe.  
 
Make checks payable to “Susquehanna Division 11”  
 
Name __________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Address ________________________________________________________________________________  
 
City _______________________________ State & Zip Code _____________________________________  
 
Telephone________________________________ NMRA # ___________________________________ 
 
�


