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Happy Spring to All

| actually saw the sun and temperature above 50-degrees last week — hot doggie! Now begins the tug
of war between outside activities vs the call of the layout. Here’s to the layout at least receiving even
billing!

Please note our last call articles for both the May 9 Live Steam In Perry County event and the June
27 Electric Railroads and Coal event. Live steam is a fascinating facet of our hobby, electric railroads
were once a major player in both freight and passenger travel, and of course coal mines have been a
key PA employer and significant source of railroad business. The June 27 event provides two coal
mine tour options and were selected based on their unique offerings and locations along expected
travel corridors.

An unexpected scheduling problem developed after we scheduled our July 25 event. Be sure to
review the new July 25 event article, reserve the date on your busy summer calendar, and send your
registration forms in for what will be a most informative visit to the Reading Railroad Historical
Museum in centrally-located Hamburg PA.

We just started reviewing the Division surveys received during April. Member Rich Wurst and his
crew spent many hours developing the survey and testing it among several members before its
release. Of 260+ surveys sent we only received 28 replies. While 11% membership response is quite
disappointing we will study those received and provide a recap of findings in our July Sidetracks.
Many thanks to those of you who took time to answer our questions and provide thoughtful
recommendations!

During May we will begin contacting all who graciously opened their layouts to the public during our
November Grand Tour Layout Open House program in support of National Model Railroad Month.
We had 37 layouts open to the public last year and sincerely hope those layout owners and several
more will join our 2015 program. If you did not participate last year but would like to join our 2015
program please contact our Project Officer, Lee Rainey, or me. Contact Lee at
[rainey@susguehannanmra.org or me at bschmitt@susguehannanmra.org.

Kindly visit our three Sidetracks advertisers who enthusiastically support our Division activities, thank
them for their loyal support both financially and professionally, and let them know their funding of full
page ads was well spent. And be sure to stop by Choo Choo Nuts over the May 16/17 weekend and
congratulate them on their 2" anniversary.

| look forward to seeing you at our upcoming events and happy modeling!



CALLING ALL MEMBERS — WE NEED DIRECTOR CANDIDATES

As of today, except for three of our four current Directors, not a single one of our 270+ members has
offered to run for election as a Division Director for the term July 1, 2015-June 30, 2017- a very
disappointing situation. I'm sure many of you have excellent ideas about how to better run the
Division and/or many great suggestions for new and more interesting events for the future.

We, like any other volunteer organization, need new blood and fresh ideas. If you are concerned
about how much time is involved please call me so we can discuss how your Division operates and
how little time it takes to serve your fellow members. Then, after hearing what's really involved, you
can then make an educated decision vs one based on that terrible word "assume."

And please don't believe living close to Harrisburg is necessary - BOD Director Lee Rainey lives in
State College and has effectively accomplished his position by phone and email. In fact, we would
welcome a slate of candidates from throughout our widely dispersed Division.

So please call me at 717-877-1810 or any of our current Directors listed on page 2 to get straight
answers about what is involved in being a Division Director. | look forward to hearing from you soon -
our election clock is ticking.
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Tent Sale in Parking Lot
Refreshments Provided
Storewide Sale

Hourly Raffles

Hours: 9AM-6PM on Sat, May 16 & 10AM-3PM on Sun, May 17

Address: 444 East Roseville Rd, Lancaster PA 17601 (1821 Oregon Pike Behind McDonalds)



NMRA, TCA, PRRT
3192 gpandelios@verizon.net

One Masonic Drive
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
Phone: 717-361-5180

Open Houses the first

times at Christmas
Masonic Village &
Elizabethtown Model RR Club.

Meets 7:30 PM the first Tuesday
Sept- June

B&O WESTON SUBDIVISION

Barry W. Schmitt, Superintendent
1313 Mockingbird Lane
The Gates of Hell, PA 66666

(717) 877-1810 sbschmitt@comecast.net

weekend monthly Sept. thru
April: Sat-Sun 2 — 4 PM. Extra

NATHAN M. KLINE

MODEL TRAINS & ACCESSORIES
SPECIALIZING IN NARROW GAUGE & SHORTLINE MODEL RAILROADING

NATESLIGHTIRONHOBBIES.COM 610-406-1761

FORKS RIDGE
RAILWAY

Gary P. Nastase-President & CEO Raufe
Kathleen A. Nastase-Train Wifey v
207 State Street

Woodbury, PA 16695

gpnastase@aol.com
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Ron Smith
Modeling the Southern Tier
of New York in N Scale

717-253-1431
rs25760@hotmail.com

WWW.SLMRC.COM

11 S. STATE STREET | EPHRATA, PA
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This is the final boarding call for the May 9 ™ Event! RLS

The day begins at 9 AM with a visit to Wayne Godshall's 5000 square foot custom machine shop located in
Shermans Dale, PA. Godshall's Custom Machining is a full-service machine shop that specializes in both
general machine services and the Live Steam hobby. One of Wayne’s major projects is the offering of an
almost ready to run kit for a 1.6” scale PRR H-10 live steam locomotive. You will see several of the H-10
projects during a tour of his shop as well as a Big Boy under construction.

After lunch we will re-assemble at 1 PM at Don Sweger’s Tuscarora Valley Railroad (TVR) in Ickesburg, PA.
Don built and operates a 1.5” scale railroad consisting of a yard, engine steam up facilities, and approximately
6200 feet of mainline track. He and a friend built and operate a 1.5” scale PRR K-4 and matching passenger
cars. A large portion of visiting equipment is steam operated and there have been as many as 6 different
classes of Pennsy steam in operation at the same time. If you want to see and hear PRR steam in operation,
this is the place to visit. Following an introduction to the railroad by Don, train rides will be given. We are
hoping to have several steam locomotives (PRR or other roads) in operation for the event.

The address for Godshall's Custom Machining is 4614 Valley Road, Shermans Dale, PA. Valley Road is the
same as Route 850 that runs between Marysville and Shermans Dale. Don’s Tuscarora Railroad is located in
Ickesburg, next to the firehouse, on Route 17. The firehouse is located just north of the intersection on Routes
17 and 74. Turning west onto Railroad Lane off of route 17 brings you right to the railroad. Maps to each
location will be provided to all registered attendees.

For lunch there is the Bear's Den Pizza Shop on the outskirts of Ickesburg. Also, for those who wish to picnic,
there is the Little Buffalo Park just outside of Newport. There is railroad history associated with the park as the
Newport and Sherman’s Valley Railroad passed through this area in the early 1900’s. The railroad ran from
New Germantown to Newport where it connected with the PRR. The park is also home to an operational water
powered mill. There are picnic tables and a short walking trail on the old Newport and Sherman’s Valley rail
bed. See their website for more details:

http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/stateparks/findapark/littlebuffalo/index.htm

This event is mostly outside so dress accordingly. Attendance at the event will be by pre-registration only.
Registration instructions are on the following page; you may photocopy it, fill it out and send it in. Cost is $2 for
NMRA members, $2 for family, and $5 for non-NMRA members. This event will be held rain or shine, although
some of the outdoor activities may be limited due to weather conditions.

Dan Horting




REGISTRATION

Name (print)

Address

Phone contact

Email contact

Admission per person- NMRA member: $2.00
non-NMRA: $5.00

Submit cash or check/money order (payable to Susquehanna Div. NMRA) no later
than to:

" #5%& " ( )
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JUNE 27 ELECTRIC RAILROADS & COAL

This is the final call for all to register for the opportunity to explore the unique electric railroads of the
past, visit an extensive electric railroad and trolley museum, enjoy an hour plus ride along the former
Lackawanna & Wyoming Valley Railroad (The Laurel Line), and explore one of two coal mines. More
details about the event and details of the three tour options available were presented in the April
Sidetracks newsletter article, which ia available at www.susquehannanmra.org Select the
Susquehanna Sidetracks Newsletter link, and the Susquehanna Express April 01, 2015 issue.

One of our main goals in building this event was to offer a major 2015 program for our many
members living in our northern area. And due to Scranton’s location off of 1-81, it is reasonably close
to many communities in our Division.

So get your registration form and payment to our project officer, John Wissinger, before the cutoff
date of June 6. (A copy of the registration form follows this article.) And for non-NMRA members if
you submit a completed trial membership Rail Pass (see page 20) along with your registration form
you can pay the appropriate NMRA member rate.

Ticket prices will be included in the registration form on the next page. Tour prices are payable with
the form and reservations must be made by June 1, 2015.

Approximate time/distance to Scranton (car pools recommended):

Harrisburg: 2 hrs. 122 miles
Lancaster: 2-1/2 hrs. 134 miles
Lebanon: 1hr 50 min. 106 miles
State College: 2-1/2 hrs. 150 miles
Allentown: 1-1/5 hrs. 77 miles

We look forward to seeing you in Scranton on June 27 in Scranton — All Aboard!
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THE NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION MID-EASTERN
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REGISTRATION

Name (print)

Address

Email Contact

Phone Contact

Non-Member _ Number Attending

NMRA member — Yes __ Member #
PLEASE SELECT FROM THE FOLLOWING:

Tour # 1 — Electric City, Lackawanna County Coal Mine Tour & Museum
Scranton, PA — Tour starts 10:00 am Sharp!
NMRA cost per person $23.00* - Non-Member $25.00

*Same rate for each family member
Tour #2 — Electric City, Pioneer Tunnel Coal Mine and Train Ride
Scranton and Ashland, PA — Tour starts 10:00 am Sharp!

NMRA cost per person $24.00* - Non-Member $26.00

*Same rate for each family member
_____Tour # 3 — Electric City only
Scranton, PA — Tour starts 10:00 am Sharp!
NMRA cost per person $8.00* - Non-Member $9.00

* Same rate for each family member
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JULY 25 READING RAILROAD HERITAGE MUSEUM TOUR

Our initial plan for this event was to visit the Museum in the morning and then visit and ride on the Wanamaker,
Kempton & Southern Railroad (WK&S), also known as the Hawk Mountain Line, in the afternoon. However,
after making the WK&S reservations we later learned that July 25 date was also scheduled to be a special
kids-day which would preclude us from reserving a dedicated rail car for a special run and would require we
join a scheduled excursion with the children. This major scheduling change convinced us our program goals
were not compatible with a large gathering of children; therefore, we elected to cancel the afternoon WK&S
part of the event. Accordingly, our July 25 program will only include a tour of the Reading Railroad Heritage
Museum. Member Fred Phillips, who is also an experienced docent at the Museum, developed a special tour
program for us which described below.

The Reading Company Technical & Historical Society was founded in 1976 - the same year that the Reading
Railroad was incorporated into Conrail. The Reading Railroad Heritage Museum (RRHM) has developed what
is believed to be the largest museum collection in the US devoted to a single railroad. The RRHM features
more than 80 locomotive and cars. Locomotives include: ALCO RS-3, C424 and C630; Baldwin DS4-4-1000;
EMD NW-2, FP-7, GP7, GP30 and GP35; a GE U30C; a Fairbanks Morse Trainmaster converted to a Slug;
and a battery powered “Bug” shop loco. Passenger equipment includes 3 wooden cars (circa. 1900), a fleet of
MU cars (1932), and a pair of Budd RDC cars (1962).

Our tour will include access to selected equipment not available to the general public including the LEMTU car.
When the Reading dieselized, they created the Locomotive Engineer Mobile Training Unit to save money by
bringing the classroom to the students as they transitioned from steam to diesel. The car has the complete
control systems for first generation EMD units to train engineers. A 2" generation control system was added
later as well. This car will be open for our Division tour, and retired engineers will serve as guides to show how
these locomotives were operated. Our special tour will also go inside the RRHM restored 1937 caboose.

Our program will begin with signing in and receiving name tags at 9:30 AM followed by a short welcome and
then a 15-minute introductory video in the Museum meeting room. After viewing the movie a lucky attendee will
be selected at random to choose one of several Reading Railroad hard bound books offered in the RRHM
library. Following that drawing we will be divided into smaller groups, and each group will be led on a tour of
the facility by experienced RRHM members. Much of the tour will be outside so dress accordingly. And
because this is a large industrial site all children must be under direct parental control at all times.

This is a registration event. Early registration cost is $9 for NMRA members and $12 for non-members. Early
registration forms must be sent by Monday, July 13. Registration at the event will cost $11 for NMRA members
and $14 for non-members. A registration form is provided at the end of this article. Any non-member who also
submits a free 6-month trial membership Rail Pass form (see page 20) with their event registration form will
pay the appropriate NMRA rate.

The RRHM is located in the city of Hamburg PA and is just off of the I-78 and PA 61 interchange. The Museum
entrance is located at 500 South 3" St, and parking is available along 3" Street. A map to the Museum will be
provided a week or so before the event to all early registered attendees who provide an email address.

We look forward to seeing you at this very informative event. And as one of their advertising brochures says,
“All aboard for an exciting trip back in time!”

Fred Phillips and Fred Kurtz



Reading Railroad Heritage Museum . , /' /&'

JULY 25 READING RAILROAD HERITAGE MUSEUM TOUR

PROGRAM BEGINS AT 9:30AM

EVENT REGISTRATION

Name(s) (print):

Address:

Phone Contact:

EMAIL Contact:

NMRA Member - Membership Number:

Admission Price Per Person:

Before July 13 Early Registration:
NMRA Member and Family Member: $9.00
Non-NMRA Member and Family Member: $12.00*
After July 13 and At Event:
NMRA Member and Family Member: $11.00

Non-NMRA Member and Family Member: $14.00*

AMOUNT ENCLOSED:

To Receive Early Registration Rate - Send cash, check, or money order payable to Susquehanna
Div. NMRA by Monday, July 13 to:

Susquehanna Div. NMRA, C/O Fred Kurtz, 668 Snyder Hill Rd, Lititz PA 17543-8945

For information contact Fred at fkurtz@fredbkurtz.com

NOTE: Non-NMRA members, who include a completed free Rail Pass trial membership form with
their registration form, pay the appropriate NMRA member fee.
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The seventh Lehigh/Susquehanna OPerations weekend is fast approaching (Friday October 2 and
Saturday October 3). Once again this year our Lehigh area was filled by January.

With only 12 spots it goes pretty fast. However, there are still 3 spots open for the Susquehanna
sessions.

Why do the Lehigh sessions fill up so fast? Well mostly it is with repeat attendees - of those signed up
for this year 85% are repeaters. Do they come for the food — well, I don’t think so. | would submit that
it is due to the quality of the layouts and the people that host them. Or it could be that they are
operations junkies.

Now you may be thinking to yourself that you have never operated, you have read about it, but have
no idea what it takes to operate. Well it just takes YOU, and some of your time. Personally, | would
rather operate a model railroad than cut the grass, wash the dog, wash the dishes, and on and on.

What do | get out of operations - signal systems, schedule freights, locomotive maintenance, freight
car fleet expansion and maintenance, track structure engineering, and on and on.

And maybe most important is | have meet lots of interesting people that have a passion for model
railroading too!

You may not be a Slobbering Pennsy Fan, diesel locomotive aficionado, DCC fanatic, JMRI junkie,
have a twisted sense of layout design, but just someone that wants to learn railroading.

If that is you, please consider joining us! If you cannot make the LSOP, but would still like to operate -
let me know!

Check out the LSOP at http://www.susquehannanmra.org/LSOP/LSOP7/default.htm - we still have 3
spots left!

Wayne Betty, Assistant Superintendent Div 11&
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Yes, please sign me up for a free six-month Railpass trial membership in the NMRA — which includes
membership in the Mid-Eastern Region and in my local Division. During this six month period, | understand
that | may attend conventions and meets, and participate in contests. | will receive NMRA Magazine , the
national monthly magazine, and The elLocal, the bi-monthly regional newsletter if an e-mail address is
provided. | will not be eligible to vote, hold office, or receive a New Member Pack.

| also understand that the $9.95 cost of this six month Railpass trial membership is being paid by the Mid-
Eastern Region. (Regardless of who pays, six month $9.95 memberships are available only once to each
person.) At the end of the six months, | may join the NMRA, paying the regular active member dues.

During the past two years, | have not been a member of the NMRA or a prior Rail Pass member.

Name (Print): Signature:

Street Address:

City / State / Zip:

Phone: ( ) - Scale(s):

E-mail:

Signature of Sponsor: (Required)
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Susquehanna Sidetracks

Official publication of the Susquehanna Division 11
Of the National Model Railroad Association

138 Old School House Lane
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055

Susquehanna Division #11 Newsletter MAIL Subscripti  on Form
Mid-Eastern Region, National Model Railroad Association, Inc.
Send form to: Paul Tice, 6710 Moul Road, Thomasville, PA 17364
$11.00 per Year Change of Address
Number of Years Total Amount Enclosed
The Susquehanna Division is located in the central portion of Pennsylvania. The Counties served are: Adams, Berks,
Blair, Cambria, Carbon, Centre, Columbia, Cumberland, Dauphin, Huntingdon, Juniata, Lackawanna, Lancaster,
Lebanon, Lehigh, Luzerne, Lycoming, Mifflin, Monroe, Montour, Northampton, Northumberland, Perry, Pike, Schuylkill,
Snyder, Sullivan, Susquehanna, Union, Wayne, Wyoming, and York.
If you wish to have the newsletter mailed to you, rather than having it sent via e-mail, you must subscribe.

Make checks payable to “Susquehanna Division 11"

Name

Address

City State & Zip Code

Telephone NMRA #




