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From the Superintendentôs Desk ï Tim Himmelberger 
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Where did the summer go?  Labor Day is fast approaching.  In fact, by the time you are reading this it may be past.  

This has not been a good summer for me with time to work on the model railroad.  I am looking forward to spend-

ing time trying to finish some projects that have been laying around all summer.  Some of which I will need to fin-

ish if I am going to be open in November for the open house tour.   

As I write this yesterday was the event at the Smokestown Fire Company.  It was a good day.  In the morning there 

were clinics and the model showcase.  We also toured four open houses.  A recap will appear in a future issue. 

In September is the Mainline Hobby Supply Open House Tour.  It will be on September 21 & 22.  So, journey to 

Blue Ridge Summit and pick up your copy of the tour book.  While there venture into the store and browse some.  

Who knows you may find another ñmust haveò item that you need for you layout. 

It is not too early to make your plans for this yearôs MER convention.  This year it is hosted by the Philadelphia Di-

vision.  It will be held in the Crowne Plaza Hotel in King of Prussia on October 10th to the 13th.  I am looking for-

ward to seeing many of you there.  Yes, I have already registered.  The web page is http://libertybellspecial.org/ . 

Calling all operators.  The end of October is the OPSIG weekend.  If you enjoy operations or if you want to learn 

about operations this weekend event is for you.  There are still openings.  Please see the article on page 21.   Or if 

you would like more information please contact Wayne Betty at cos@mycyberlink.net 

November is the Division wide open house tour.  If you are considering opening your layout or if you are interested 

in touring layouts please see the calendar on page 20.  Donôt forget hosting an open house or staffing an open house 

will earn you points towards your Association Volunteer AP award.  

I have been working with the officers and directors to schedule a date for the Board of Directors meeting.  One of 

the primary tasks is to plan next yearôs schedule.  If you have any ideas or suggestions please contact any officer or 

director. 

I have rambled on enough.  It is time to get back to working on trains.  Tim Himmelberger 
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Chief Clerkôs Report 
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National Model Railroad Association 
Mid-East Region 

Susquehanna Division #11 
Cash Flow Statement 

For July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019 
 

 
Beginning Cash Balance- July 1, 2018      $ 9326.87 
 
Income for the Year 
 
Subscription Income      $ 90.00 
NMRA (MER) Reimbursements      219.50 
Tank Car Sales ς Convention & Div.     239.15 
Donation - Allentown       150.00 
Allentown Meet       20.00 
MER Convention ς Final Profit       500.00 
 
  Total Income Received       1218.65 
 

Total Cash Available       $         10,545.52 
 
Expenses for the Year 
 
Postage        $ 90.39 
Newsletter        92.98 
Allentown Train Meet       189.96 
Bank Svc Charge ς PNC Bank      24.00 
PA Sales Tax        4.28 
 
  Total Expenses             401.61 
 
Ending Cash Balance- June 30, 2019      $ 10,143.91 

All Unrestricted 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Paul F. Tice, P.A. 
Clerk/Paymaster- Susquehanna Division #11 
July 5, 2019 
York, Pennsylvania 
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Non-NMRA Event 
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2019 Fall Reunion 

November 8-10, Mt. Union, PA 
The Friends of the East Broad Top Annual Fall Reunion will be held Friday, Nov. 8 through Sunday, Nov. 10 at the Bricktown Museum 

owned by the Bricktown Model Railroaders Association. BMRAôs spacious building at 300 W. Small St. Mount Union, PA 17066 will 

be the center of activities but some events will also be around Rockhill Furnace and Robertsdale. 

Reunion to Feature Numerous Activities 

Clinics about the East Broad Top 

Walking Tours of Historic EBT Remains 

Speeder Rides in Rockhill Furnace 

Company Store with Books and EBT Modeling Materials 

Model and Photo Contests 

Auction  

Operating Layouts 

Home Layout Tours 

 

Registration for the Reunion 

You can register at the BMRA building in Mt. Union from Friday, Nov. 8, beginning at 5 p.m., through Saturday noon. Registration in-

cludes access to all FEBT events in Mt. Union, Rockhill, and Robertsdale as well as the banquet. Registration is $25 and limited to FEBT 

members (membership is available on-site). 

Getting to the Bricktown Museum (300 W. Small St. Mount Union, PA 17066) 

From Route 522 North turn left at the bypass traffic light to Mount Union, continue straight through the next 2 traffic lights until Shirley 

Street ends, turn right on Lafayette and find the BMRA building one block ahead. 

From Route 22, turn onto Route 747 South. At the first traffic light turn right onto Shirley Street. Continue on Shirley Street to the end, 

turn right on Lafayette and find the BMRA building one block ahead. 

2019 Fall Reunion Photograph and Model Contest 

Any FEBT member who is a Reunion registrant may enter the model and photo contests. Highlights of the rules appear below. For more 

information and complete rules about the Fall Reunion contests, contact Randy Lehrian by e-mail at Randy.Lehrian@gmail.com. 

Photograph Contest. All photographs must feature the East Broad Top Railroad or related restoration activities. All photos must be 

mounted. Only the photographer can enter a photo. Photos must be entered in one of the two categories. Both are open to color and black

-and-white images. 

Classic Original photos must have minimal alterations, either digital or mechanical, beyond cropping and minor improvements, such as 

brightening, removal of unwanted obstructions, and the like. 

Artistôs Choice entries may have any manipulations and enhancements done, either digitally or mechanically, to achieve the desired end. 

Artists are free to create any image in whatever manner they choose. This contest was added in 2015. 

Model Contest. All models must be based on subjects directly related to the East Broad Top Railroad. Supporting documentation may be 

displayed with any entry, as long as the entrantôs name does not appear on any of the documentation. The model contest categories are as 

follows: 

Locomotives ï Any self-propelled equipment except maintenance-of-way speeders; 

Rolling Stock ï Any revenue freight equipment, including cabooses; any revenue passenger equipment; and any nonrevenue equipment 

primarily intended for track or lineside maintenance; 

Structures and Module/Diorama ï Any building or other structure, either railroad-related or lineside; and any structure or structures that 

are mounted on a base which depicts a scene, with or without track. 

ñWhat Ifò ï Any model depicting an imaginary facet of the EBT had history played out differently (had the EBT standard gauged, carried 

on past 1956, etc.)  

Special Restoration Program Model ï Any model that represents one of the projects undertaken by our restoration volunteers.  

 

For more information, contact Randy.Lehrian@gmail.com or visit www.febt.org 
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HISTORIC SOLARI BOARD ON EXHIBIT 

 
Since it departed the William H. Gray III 30th Street Station in Philadelphia earlier this year, 
thereôs been a lot of flap about Amtrakôs split-flip arrivals and departures board. Now, the histor-
ic Solari board, named for its Italian manufacturer, is on exhibit at the Railroad Museum of 

Pennsylvania. 

Youôll find it displayed in Rolling Stock Hall on Platform 5 West next to the 114-year-old H6 loco-
motive No. 2846. Museum staff and volunteers have thoroughly cleaned it and built a base on 
which to safely showcase this Solari board, which was the last one in service for Amtrak. 

Itôs at the Museum on an interim basis, and will be displayed here until the developer considers if 

it can incorporate the board in redevelopment plans for Gray 30th Street Station. Because it is on 

loan, the Solari board will not be operational, so as not to risk damaging it in any way. Instead, it 

will be preserved just as it looked when it flipped for the last time at Gray 30th Street Station on 

January 26, 2019, its final day of operation. 

 

Split-flip arrivals and departures status boards are electromechanical wonders dating back more 

than half a century, replacing chalk boards and other earlier methods for announcing and updat-

ing the arrival and departure times at train depots and terminals from the dawn of the railroad 

age. The sights and sounds of this Solari board were part of the daily lives of countless Philadel-

phia commuters and travelers for more than four decades, and they now live on in our fond mem-

ories of Pennsylvania railroad history. 

Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania 

https://graymemorial.org/
https://www.amtrak.com/home?cmp=pdsrch-Amtrak|Brand|Amtrak%20KW|Exact-bing&msclkid=ae700195e1a313d125a35cadac70c7d2
http://www.solari.it/
https://rrmuseumpa.org/
https://rrmuseumpa.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=44_M2BtMUKQ


т 

 

Sidetracks / Susquehanna Division / NMRA                                                                                              September/October 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-NMRA Event 



у 

 

NMRA Event 

Sidetracks / Susquehanna Division / NMRA                                                                                  September/October   2019 

 

 

Saturdayõs events at the Ambassador Center* 

I-90 Exit 24 ð 7794 Peach Street  

Erie, Pennsylvania  

(*Home of  the Northern Express , 2021 MCR Regional Convention)  

Alleghany Western  

Mini -Meet 2019  

 
September 14, 2019  

Registration and Continental 

Breakfast       8 -9 AM 

Clinics throughout the day  

T-TRAK layout on display  

Door prize and awesome  raffle 

prizes  

White elephant tables  

Your  models on display  

Judging offered for merit awards  

Raffle drawings and hors dõoeu-

vres 4 -5 PM 

 
 

Friday evening before the meet and Sat-
urday evening afterwards, participate in 
off -site activities!  

 
Tour local model railroads and meet 

with the modelers  

Operate on local model railroads  
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