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From the Superintendentôs Desk ï Tim Himmelberger 

 

I wish we could have a redo for 2020.  But wait, we will take last yearôs calendar and try to do it next year.  Our 

plan is to try to hold the events that we had to cancel.  We have also added a July event at the East Broad Top 

RR.  There are a lot of moving parts to that one, but we are going to try.  While the framework is basically in 

place the details need to be put in place.  Our plan ñBò next year is if we cannot meet in person to at least have 

the clinics via Zoom.  Sorry but if that is the case you are on your own for coffee and doughnuts.  The calendar 

for 2021 is on page 5.  In addition, we are looking for individuals to present a clinic via Zoom to fill in the end of 

this year.  Please contact any officer or director to volunteer. 

It is not too early to start planning on attending the 2021 MER Convention.  October 21 ï 24, 2021.  This will be 

sponsored by the Chesapeake Division.  If you have made a journey to MB Klein for some supplies when you 

exit I-83 you most likely have passed the convention site.  Looking forward in  2022 will be the Carolina Special 

Convention which was cancelled this year.  This is to lead up to the Susquehanna Division hosting the 2023 

MER Convention.  Our Division Assistant Superintendent, Tedd Pounds, has stepped forward and volunteered to 

chair the convention committee.  If you are like me you enjoyed the time spent working on the  Susquehannock 

Convention which our Division sponsored.  Tedd will be working on putting together his team for this effort.  As 

he begins work on this please consider how you can again make this a great convention. 

I am hopeful that we will soon be able to meet in person.  I have missed the interaction that we have during our 

meetings.  Virtual meetings via Zoom are fine but do not replace the social aspect of our group.  But until we can 

hold meetings in person we will have to make do with the virtual events.  So again, I will make my plea for some 

of you to step forward to make a presentation to and for the group.   I will soon be sending emails to start recruit-

ing some of you for presentations.   

Since we are talking about presentations to the group, Rich Wurst our Sidetracks editor, is always looking for 

printed material to include in Sidetracks.  After all we are a model railroad group and too many of our issues of 

Sidetracks are lacking on articles about modeling projects or even prototype rail road articles.  Or as some may 

say one to one modeling. 

It has been interesting to hear from some of our members.  Some have made good use of the time things have 

been shut down and completed a lot of work on various projects, while others have not done anything with their 

layouts.  I need to do a little more to complete my curved turnout.  After that I can resume track laying on the 

mainline on the top level.  So I think it is time to get back to work on my layout. 

Tim Himmelberger 
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Susquehanna Sidetracks  

 
Official Newsletter of the Susquehanna Division  

MidȤEastern Region, NMRA  
5 Hardy Court, Lancaster, PA 17602  

  

Contributing to Susquehanna Sidetracks:  

Sidetracks welcomes contributions from the Division 
membership. Letters, articles, photos and other items 

may be sent to the Editor at the eȤmail address listed be-
low or the street address above. Deadline for submission 
for the next issue is December 15, 2020. 
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Editorôs Message  

Greetings! 

With the continuing problems of social isolation I have at-
tempted bringing to our members features spotlighting pri-
vate model railroad layouts.  So far I have been able to coerce 
a few modelers to visually open their homes to other hobby-
ists.  However, I have only one more issue of Sidetracks with 
guaranteed layouts. 

I am appealing to all members who have a home layout to 
share their handiwork with others.  All it takes is answering a 
dozen questions concerning aspects of your railroad and at 
least a dozen photos (I would gladly offer to visit and take 
pictures if you desire).  I especially would be interested in N, 
O and S scale layouts.  Please consider contributing! 

As always any  articles, events or photos you wish to have 
published please contact me via email (rjwurst@comcast.net 
or editor@susquehannanmra.org).    

Stay Active and Well! 

Rich  
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National Model Railroad Association 

8414 Gulf View Drive, Suite A & B 

Soddy Daisy, TN 37379Ȥ2200 

www.nmra.org 
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    Director 

  Jeff Thompson 
 ƧǘƘƻƳǇǎƻƴϪǎǳǎǉǳŜƘŀƴƴŀƴƳǊŀΦƻǊƎ 

mailto:training@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:achievement@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:showcase@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:editor@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:director@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:director@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:director@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:membership@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:webmaster@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:rjwurst@comcast.net
mailto:editor@susquehannanmra.org
http://www.nmra.org
mailto:super@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:dblank@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:assist-super@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:pmulrooney@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:treasuer@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:ppeters@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:jthompson@suquehannanmra.org


р 

 

2021 Division Events 
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2021 Calendar 

With the exception of our February Event, this year was a ñwash outò.  We are going to try 

again next year.  There will be one caveat, if we are not able to meet in person, we will have 

some clinic presentations via Zoom. 

2021 Calendar Outline  

February ï Allentown ï Scott Unger  

April ï New Holland - Pat Mulrooney and Jeff Thompson   

May ï Columbia Railroad Day ï Bill Lesjak and Barry Schmitt 

June ï New Oxford ï Phil Peters and Howard Oakes 

July ï East Broad Top RR ï Lee Rainey 

October ï LSOP ï Wayne Betty  

October 21 ï 24, Hunt Valley, MD, MER Convention, Chesapeake Division 

November ï Division-wide Open House Tour 
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NMRA Achievement Program 
 

 

Letôs Talk Golden Spike 

By Bob Charles, MMR 

 

What is Golden Spike, and why do we have such an award?  Actually, it is the entry level for the 

Achievement Program and a real good way to get your feet wet.  Many of us seem to think that AP is 

reserved for those expert modelers in our midst.  Not so! 

 

Actually, AP is designed to create a ñpathò to a complete model railroad and Golden Spike is the start 

of it.  So, you have a small model railroad, maybe even your first effort after deciding to be more than 

an ñarmchairò modeler.  You are not interested in stuff like the model contests as you believe that is for 

the ñexperts.ò  Still, it would be nice to have an award to show your friends and family that you are seri-

ous about the hobby.  Letôs look at how Golden Spike can be achieved with the many efforts already 

made.   

 

First, letôs say you have just a small switching layout along a wall, maybe even just 2ô by 6ôwith several 

sidings, a crossing and a crossover operated by electrically powered switch machines (likely Atlas).  If 

you did ballast it, you met the requirements for the engineering aspect of the Golden Spike Award. 

 

With regard to the setting, we mentioned you have some scenery along the right-of-way, all 2 feet wide 

of it.  One of the things you really enjoy is kit building structures.  Like most of us, we donôt necessarily 

want our buildings to look like everyone elseôs, so we do some detailing and painting to hide the origins 

of each one and make them ñours.ò  This process is known as superdetailing and is key to the process.  

(By the way, if your layout does not have space for the requisite 5 buildings, you may display them sep-

arately).  Gee, at this point you do have the requirements met in the Model Railroad setting portion of 

the Award form.  By the way, no competition yet! 

 

hǳǊ ƻƭŘǝƳŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ƪƛǘōŀǎƘŜŘ 

ǎǿƛǘŎƘ ǘƻǿŜǊΣ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƳƻŘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ŀ ƪƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƛǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

ǳǇǇŜǊ ǎŜŎǝƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊƛƳƳŜŘ ǘƻ Ŭǘ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ŬǊǎǘ ƅƻƻǊ 

ōŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǧŀŎƘŜŘ ǎƘŜŘΦ   
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NMRA Achievement Program 
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NMRA Achievement Program 

The final hurdle is the area of rolling stock.  That means all the stuff that rolls on the railroad.  Who 

among us doesnôt like to build a railroad car?  Darn few, I would think.  I know I have more cars than can 

be accommodated on the railroad in my place.  For a Golden Spike you need to construct only six units of 

rolling stock that are scratchbuilt, craftsman kits or superdetailed commercial kits. OK, letôs consider our 

options.  An old Athearn blue box kit that has been updated to todayôs standards.  Another option would 

be superdetailing a flat with a load added such as Bob Frankrone did in the September ô20 NMRA maga-

zine could be one option.  Maybe you built a Funaro and Camarlengo craftsman car at the ô19 MER con-

vention.  That surely would be another.  You get the idea.  The opportunities are endless, and most of us 

likely have the ñstuffò on hand that would qualify.   

With the above objectives met, YOU qualify for a Golden Spike.  I know there are many of us in the divi-

sion who must qualify based on the railroads I have seen and heard about, yet I donôt often see a GS award 

hanging in the model room.  Why not??? I really think it is because most of us just have not gotten off our 

duff to discover how to do it.   

 

OK, here it is.  Once you have completed the qualifications outlined here (and note, nowhere have you 

seen anything about ñjudging,ò ñcompetition,ò or anything like it) and are ready to ñDISPLAYò each of 

these elements to a fellow NMRA member, just go to the NMRA website.  There under the Education tab 

you will find Achievement Program.  Under that go to forms and print out (or download) the Golden 

Spike Award Application Form.  Fill it out, and have your witness sign with his NMRA # and send it to 

me.  That is all there is to it.  To make it even easier, send it along in electronic form and it will process 

even quicker.   

 

Over the years, I have visited many, many layouts all over this country and others.  Often I see a Golden 

Spike Award proudly displayed by the owner.  Many times they tell me that is what motivated them to 

move on and complete both their railroad and some or all of the requirements for MMR.  While many do 

not go that far, time and again I hear the GS award motivated them to take their layout to a better, more 

satisfying level.  You may have the same experience, but first you have to get involved.  There is no better 

time to start than now while we are somewhat limited in our activities during this covid era.  

 

As always, should you have questions, just call or e-mail me and I will be happy to do my best to get you 

an answer.   

 

Happy Modeling!!! 

 

.ƻō /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ 
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²ƘŜƴ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ŬǊǎǘ ōŜƎƛƴ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀȅƻǳǘΚ 

¢ƘŜ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ǿŀǎ ōŜƎǳƴ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ нлмнΦ  Lǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘΦ  aȅ 

ǿƛŦŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǇŀƛƴǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƛƭǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ǘƭŀǎ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǎŜŎǝƻƴǎΦ 

 

5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ hǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀȅƻǳǘΚ 

L Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ ŀƴȅ hǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ {ŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ 



мн 
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5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘǊŀŎƪ Ǉƭŀƴ ŘƛŀƎǊŀƳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ όƛΦŜΦ Wt9D ƻǊ t5C 

ŦƻǊƳŀǘύΚ 

L ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ Ƴȅ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ǘƭŀǎ ¢ǊŀŎƪ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ {ƻƊǿŀǊŜΦ 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŀŎƪ όǎŜŎǝƻƴŀƭΣ ƅŜȄ ǘǊŀŎƪ ƻǊ ƘŀƴŘ ƭŀƛŘύ ŀƴŘ ǎǿƛǘŎƘŜǎ 

ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘǎ ŎƻŘŜΚ 

L ǳǎŜŘ !ǘƭŀǎ ǎŜŎǝƻƴŀƭ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŀǊƪŜƴŜŘ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ǊŀƛƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ 

Ǌŀƛƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ Ǌǳǎǘ ōǊƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ŜŘƎŜǎΦ 



мо 
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  LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōǊŀƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ŘŜπ

ǎŎǊƛōŜ ŀǎ ƛǘǎ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜόǎύΚ 

¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀȅƻǳǘΦ  {ƻƳŜ ǿŜǊŜ 

ƳŀŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ƪƛǘǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘ ōǳƛƭǘ 

ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ /!5 ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎǎΦ  

 

!ǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅΣ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ǎǘƻŎƪ ƛǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 

ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴΚ  !ƭǎƻΣ ǿƘŀǘ ōǊŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎ Řƻ ȅƻǳ Ǌǳƴ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ 

ƭŀȅƻǳǘΚ 

aȅ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ Ƙŀǎ ŬǾŜ [ƛƻƴŜƭ tww ǎǘŜŀƳ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǝǾŜǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǝƴƎ 

ƻŦ ŀ W-мΣ a-мΣ I-мл Σ Yп ŀƴŘ 9-сΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ǎǘƻŎƪ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǎƛȄπ

ǘŜŜƴ ŦǊŜƛƎƘǘ ŎŀǊǎ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ [ƛƻƴŜƭ ƻǊ !ǘƭŀǎΦ 



мп 
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мр 

 

Pat Mulrooneyôs  Bethel, Susquehanna and Northern             
Railroad 
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²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀȅƻǳǘΚ 

¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ .ŜǘƘŜƭΣ {ǳǎǉǳŜƘŀƴƴŀ ϧ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ 

ό.Φ {Φ ϧ bύΦ 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ǎŎŀƭŜ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀȅƻǳǘΚ 

Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ Ih ǎŎŀƭŜ ƭŀȅƻǳǘΦ 

 

5ƻŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ŜǊŀ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ƭƻŎŀπ

ǝƻƴΚ 

¢ƘŜ ŜǊŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ рлΩǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ слΩǎ 

ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 5ŜƭƳŀǊǾŀ tŜƴƛƴǎǳƭŀ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻŀƭ 

ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƴƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŬŎǝƻƴŀƭ ƭƛƴŜ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ 

ǘƘŜ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜŘ ōȅ ƛƴǘŜǊƭƛƴŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

.ŀƭǝƳƻǊŜ ϧ hƘƛƻ wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘ wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘΦ 


