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From the Superintendentôs Desk  

I sit here to write what I thought was going to be my last Superintendentôs Message. I am extremely frustrated by the lack of interest from any-

one wanting to serve our Division. I have received no inquiries about running for either Superintendent or Assistant Superintendent. I only put 

my name down for Superintendent simply because I don't want to see everything fold up. There is no nominee for Assistant Superintendent so if 

you want to run write your name in. I am extremely thankful Dean Johnson stepped forward to run for Chief Clerk.  

Jerry Lauchle has volunteered to chair the 2023 MER Convention, which will be held in Altoona, PA. I know he has been contacting a number of 

you to serve as committee chairs within the convention committee. We are looking forward to having another fine convention sponsored by the 

Susquehanna Division.  

May 7th is the Columbia Railroad Day Event.  Bill Lesjak and Barry Schmitt have been working 

hard to put together an outstanding program. There will be a short Division business meeting in the 

morning at 10 AM.  This will be a time to catch up since we haven't had many meetings over the 

last couple of years.  Please see the article on page 9. 

June 18th we will have an event in New Oxford, PA. And again Howard Oakes, Don Stafford and 

Phil Peters have been working hard on this meeting.  This promises to be another great day.  For 

more details, please see the article on page 10. 

Lastly, a reminder about the officer election ballot. Please consider running as a write-in candidate 

for either Superintendent or Assistant Superintendent. Trust me, I have no problem stepping aside 

if someone else wants to run for Superintendent.  

I am looking forward to seeing you at each of our upcoming events. 

It is time to go back to the basement and work on the trains. 

 

Tim 
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Second Section                            

Susquehanna Sidetracks  

 
Official Newsletter of the Susquehanna Division  

MidȤEastern Region, NMRA  
5 Hardy Court, Lancaster, PA 17602  

  

Contributing to Susquehanna Sidetracks:  

Sidetracks welcomes contributions from the Division membership. Let-

ters, articles, photos and other items may be sent to the Editor at the eȤ

mail address listed below or the street address above. Deadline for sub-

mission for the next issue is June5, 2022. 

Superintendent  Director 

Tim Himmelberger   Pat Mulrooney 

ǎǳǇŜǊϪǎǳǎǉǳŜƘŀƴƴŀƴƳǊŀΦƻǊƎ ǇƳǳƭǊƻƻƴŜȅϪǎǳǎǉǳŜƘŀƴƴŀƴƳǊŀΦƻǊƎ 

Assistant Superintendent  Director   

Tedd Pounds Lee Rainey 

ŀǎǎƛǎǘ-ǎǳǇŜǊϪǎǳǎǉǳŜƘŀƴƴŀƴƳǊŀΦƻǊƎ ƭǊŀƛƴŜȅϪǎǳǎǉǳŜƘŀƴƴŀƴƳǊŀΦƻǊƎ         

Chief Clerk     Director 

Paul Tice     Ken Roth  

ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊϪǎǳǎǉǳŜƘŀƴƴŀƴƳǊŀΦƻǊƎ  ƪǊƻǘƘϪǎǳǎǉǳŜƘŀƴƴŀƴƳǊŀΦƻǊƎ         

    Director 

  Jeff Thompson 

  ƧǘƘƻƳǇǎƻƴϪǎǳǎǉǳŜƘŀƴƴŀƴƳǊŀΦƻǊƎ 

Committee Chairmen  

   

Achievement Program Chairman                  Training 

Robert Charles, MMR                                      Alan Mende  

ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘϪǎǳǎǉǳŜƘŀƴƴŀƴƳǊŀΦƻǊƎ                          ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎϪǎǳǎǉǳŜƘŀƴƴŀƴƳǊŀΦƻǊƎ               

              

Model Showcase Program                         Sidetracks  Editor                 

Chairman                                                    Richard Wurst                            

John Wissinger, MMR                                          ŜŘƛǘƻǊϪǎǳǎǉǳŜƘŀƴƴŀƴƳǊŀΦƻǊƎ                 

ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜϪǎǳǎǉǳŜƘŀƴƴŀƴƳǊŀΦƻǊƎ             

 

Membership Chairman                    Webmaster 

Howard Oakes                                                             David Collison 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇϪǎǳǎǉǳŜƘŀƴƴŀƴƳǊŀΦƻǊƎ                        ǿŜōƳŀǎǘŜǊϪǎǳǎǉǳŜƘŀƴƴŀƴƳǊŀΦƻǊƎ         

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜǇ-ǎǘŜǇ-ƻũ ǘǊƻƭƭŜȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ  

/ƻƭǳƳōƛŀ wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ 5ŀȅΣ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ тǘƘΦ 
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mailto:pmulrooney@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:assist-super@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:lrainey@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:treasurer@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:kroth@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:jthompson@suquehannanmra.org
mailto:achievement@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:training@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:editor@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:showcase@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:membership@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:webmaster@susquehannanmra.org
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Division Calendar of Events                            

May 7 ï    Columbia Railroad Day ï Bill Lesjak and Barry Schmitt  

June 18 ï  New Oxford ï Phil Peters, Don Stafford and Howard Oakes 

September 17 & 18ï  Blue Ridge Summit ï Mainline Hobby Supply Open House Tour 

October ï    LSOP ï Wayne Betty  

October 20 ï 23ï  Charlotte, NC, MER Convention, Carolina Southern Division 

November ï   Division-wide Open House Tour 

November 19 ï   Warrenton, VA ï Joint Meet with Potomac Division 

{ǘǊŀǎōǳǊƎ wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ {²ф ǎǿƛǘŎƘŜǊ Іусму ŀǇπ

ǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ  ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ {ǘǊŀǎōǳǊƎ {ǘŀǝƻƴΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ 

9a5 {²ф ǿŀǎ ǊŜōǳƛƭǘ ōȅ !¢{C wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ 

όƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƻǿƴŜǊύ ŀǎ ŀ {{.мнллΦ 
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Division Officer Election 

Itôs May which means itôs time to elect our officers for the next two years: July 1, 2022 ï June 30, 2024.  Our Division By-laws establish a 

seven-member BOD - three elected Officers (Superintendent, Assistant Superintendent, and Chief Clerk), and four at-large Directors. The of-

ficers are elected to a two-year term in even-numbered years and hold office from July 1 of that year to June 30 of the following second year. 

The four BOD Directors are elected to two-year terms in odd numbered years with our current directors serving the term July 1, 2021, to June 

30, 2023.   

I am extremely frustrated by the total lack of involvement since no one has stepped up to run for Superintendent or Assistant Superintendent.  I 

have served as Superintendent for six years now.  It is time for new leadership.  Reluctantly I have placed my name in nomination for Superin-

tendent.  Assistant Superintendent is open.  We will be looking for write-in votes.  Actually, for both positions.   If you write in someoneôs 

name other than your own, please confirm that they will serve if elected. So, it is with some regret I will say that presenting the slate of officers 

is somewhat easy this year.  The reason being is all two candidates are running unopposed.  The list of candidates is as follows: Their email 

addresses are provided if you would like to contact them.  

  

You can only vote for candidates for each office.  The candidates are: 

 

 

Superintendent:    Tim Himmelberger  

 

Assistant Superintendent:  no nomination , write-in only    

 

Chief Clerk:    Dean Johnson  
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Division Officer Candidate Bio 

Name:     Dean Johnson 

Address:   505 Nathan Dr., Ephrata, PA  17522 

Phone Number:   717-629-4179 

Division Officer Position:   Chief Clerk (Secretary ï Treasurer) 

Brief Bio: 

My name is Dean Johnson, and I am seeking the Division Officer Position:  Chief Clerk (Secretary ï Treasurer).  I have been a member of both the 

NMRA (#102717 OB 30/11) and TCA (#95-40698) for many years.  I started model railroading in 1985 buying Bachmann and Athearn trains.  I 

built a small layout but it turned out to be a complete FLOP!!!  After a couple of years, I upgraded to Kato and Atlas models along with nickel sil-

ver flex track.  This really was my first great start in modeling railroads.  Since then, newer models along with much newer technology has taken 

over.  I eventually was introduced to brass engines for which I have a few models by PFM, Key Imports, Westside and others. 

I worked at Campbell Soup Company for thirty-four years.  The first eighteen years I worked for the Frozen Food Division in many different posi-

tions, such as accountant, financial analyst, general manager and controller. 

My last assignment was Divisional Controller for the Fresh Foods Division.  This division consisted of twelve different plants throughout the Unit-

ed States with 2,200 employees.  I served in this position for fifteen years. I then spent one year at World Headquarters in Camden, NJ  before retir-

ing. 

Prior to retiring from, I did became involved with local government.  I served on the Adamstown, PA Borough Council for twelve years which in-

cluded ten years as Borough Council President.  I was involved with many committees that covered a wide range of activities.  After a year off 

from Borough Council, I ran for Mayor.  I served as Adamstown, PA Mayor for six years and just resigned prior to downsizing and moving to a 

55+  community in Ephrata, PA.   

With the credentials listed in the above preceding paragraphs I hope this would qualify me as Chief Clerk for the Susquehanna Division.  I look for-

ward to working with all of you.  

Thank You, 

Dean M. Johnson 
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Division Officer Election Ballot 

NMRA SUSQUEHANNA DIVISION 11 (MER) 2018 OFFICER BALLOT 

 Your BOD has approved electronic (email) voting for this election cycle in addition to traditional USPS ballot mailing. You do not have to 
use the below ballot form ï use whatever format works best for you. Send your ballot to Pat Mulrooney, at padywgn@comcast.net or Pat Mul-

rooney, c/o NMRA, 206 Stoever Drive, New Holland, PA 17557.  Pat will confirm every received ballot with either an email or post card re-
sponse based on your delivery mode. Deadline for receipt by either delivery method is May 31, 2022. Results will be presented in the July 
Sidetracks.  

ONLY VOTE FOR ONE (1) CANDIDATE FOR EACH OFFICE 

You may write in any member of our Division.  However please confirm with that person that they will be willing to serve in that capacity. 

SUPERINTENDENT 

_____ Tim Himmelberger 

______________________  

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT 

_____ Write in ï No Nomination 

______________________ 

CHIEF CLERK 

_____ Dean Johnson 

_______________________   

********************************************************************************************************************* 

Notify of Ballot Receipt:  Your Name (print): ___________________________________________________________________________  

Email Address: ________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________ 

Home Address (if sent by USPS): ______________________________________________________________________________________  

(Questions ï call Tim Himmelberger at 717-454-8033)  
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NMRA Event 
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ƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ .ƛƭƭ [ŜǎƧŀƪ όтмт-трм-нофмύΦ 



мл 
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NMRA Event 

baw! {ǳǎǉǳŜƘŀƴƴŀ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ мм 9ǾŜƴǘ 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ WǳƴŜ муΣ нлнн 

 

/Ǌƻǎǎ YŜȅǎ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ¢ƘŜ .ǊŜǘƘǊŜƴ IƻƳŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

IŀǊƳƻƴȅ wƛŘƎŜ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ 9ƴŎƻǊŜ wƻƻƳ 

нффл /ŀǊƭƛǎƭŜ tƛƪŜ 

bŜǿ hȄŦƻǊŘ t! мторл 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŎǊƻǎǎƪŜȅǎǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΦƻǊƎ 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘΥ 5ƻƴ {ǘŀũƻǊŘ олм-трн-оснфΤ IƻǿŀǊŘ hŀƪŜǎ тмт-пнп-смср 

 

5ƛǊŜŎǝƻƴǎΥ  !ǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ ¦{ ол ŀƴŘ t! фп Ǝƻ ǿŜǎǘ ƻƴ ¦{ ол ŦƻǊ ѻ ƳƛƭŜΦ  ¢ŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ 

ŬǊǎǘ ƭŜƊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ǊŜǘƘǊŜƴ IƻƳŜΣ ǘǳǊƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ IŀǊƳƻƴȅ 5ǊΦΣ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴǎ ǘƻ IŀǊƳƻƴȅ 

wƛŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴ ƭŜƊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘΦ  Dƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŘƻƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

9ƴŎƻǊŜ wƻƻƳΦ 

 

уΥол !a - aŜŜǘ ϧ DǊŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ wŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ 

фΥлл !a - tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴǎ ōŜƎƛƴ 

мнΥлл ta - [ǳƴŎƘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǳǊǎ 

 

DǳŜǎǘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ [ƛǎŀ aŀǘǎƛƴƎŜǊΣ Cw!Σ ¦Φ{Φ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ 

ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΦ  {ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŘŜπ

ǘŀƛƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƻƴΣ ƻǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƻƴΣ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻǘƻǘȅǇŜ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ Ǉƭǳǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǎŀŦŜπ

ǘȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŀƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǳǎŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ 

bŜǿ hȄŦƻǊŘ ¢Ǌŀƛƴ {ǘŀǝƻƴ 

aǳǎŜǳƳ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ 



мм 
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NMRA Event (continued) 

 

{ƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘ 5ǳǘŎƘ [ƛƴŜ όƴƻǿ /{·ύ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŘƛǾŜǊƎŜƴǘ 

ƳŀƛƴƭƛƴŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŀǘ DƭȅƴŘƻƴ a5 ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƴǾŜǊƎŜ ŀǘ IƛƎƘŬŜƭŘ a5Φ 

 

¢ƘŜ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘ bŜǿ hȄŦƻǊŘ ¢Ǌŀƛƴ {ǘŀǝƻƴ aǳǎŜǳƳ ŀƴŘ ƴŜȄǘ-ŘƻƻǊ /ƻƴŜǿŀƎƻ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ Ŏƭǳō ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǇŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǝƻƴ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ 

Ƙŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭŀƴǘŜǊƴǎΣ ǎƛƎƴǎΣ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝōƭŜǎΣ ŀ tww ŎŀōƻƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǝƴƎ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ŀǊǝŦŀŎǘǎΦ   

²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅΣ bŜǿ hȄŦƻǊŘ ¢Ǌŀƛƴ {ǘŀǝƻƴ aǳǎŜǳƳ 



мн 
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NMRA Event (continued) 

ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ƭŀƴǘŜǊƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǘŀǝƻƴ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ 

ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ tww ōƻōōŜǊ ŎŀōƻƻǎŜ Іптсрун ǇŀǊƪŜŘ 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ hȄŦƻǊŘ {ǘŀǝƻƴ 



мо 
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NMRA Event (continued) 

ǾƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǝƻƴ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ 

ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ƭŀƴǘŜǊƴ ŎƘŀƴŘŜƭƛŜǊ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǘŀǝƻƴ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ 



мп 
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NMRA Event (continued) 

9Ř IƻǊǾŀǘƘ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀ п Ȅ у ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ōŀǎŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ŀƴ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ōȅ DƭŜƴƴ ²ŀƎƴŜǊ ƛƴ ŀ мфрф ŜŘƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ .ƻȅǎ [ƛŦŜ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΦ  IŜ ǘƘŜƴ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀ н Ȅ у ȅŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎƛƴƎ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ 

ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ  ! ƎƛǊŘŜǊ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜǎǘƭŜ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀȅƻǳǘΦ  9ŘΩǎ ǎƭƛŘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ ǿƘȅ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƭŀǎŜǊ Ŏǳǘ ǎǳō-ǊƻŀŘōŜŘ ǎƘŜŜǘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǇŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎΦ  ¸ƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴΦ 

9Ř IƻǊǾŀǘƘΩǎ ǘƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎ 

9Ř IƻǊǾŀǘƘΩǎ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜǎǘƭŜ 



мр 
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NMRA Event (continued) 

9Ř IƻǊǾŀǘƘΩǎ ƭǳƳōŜǊ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ 

9Ř IƻǊǾŀǘƘΩǎ ǘǊŀŎƪǎƛŘŜ ŎǊŀƴŜ 



мс 
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NMRA Event (continued) 

¢ƘŜ /ƻƴŜǿŀƎƻ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ Ŏƭǳō Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƛǘǎ ǘǊŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǊŜ-ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŀƎƎŀƎŜ ŎŀǊΦ  .Ŝ ǎǳǊŜ 

ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǝƴƎ ǘŜƭƭǘŀƭŜ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǝƻƴΦ   

hǘƘŜǊ ƭŀȅƻǳǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǇŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ Ƙƻōōȅ ǎƘƻǇǎ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀȅ ƘƻƳŜΦ  5ƛǊŜŎπ

ǝƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΦ 

Ƴǳƭǝ-ǎǇŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŜǿŀƎƻ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ aƻŘŜƭ wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ /ƭǳō 



мт 

Sidetracks / Susquehanna Division / NMRA                                                                                                                                                                                      May/June  2022 

NMRA Event Recap (March 12th) 

March 12th the Susquehanna Division of the NMRA held a Division Business Meeting and Clinics at The Crossings at Rocky Springs Clubhouse 
in Lancaster. Pat Mulrooney and I have only been working at getting this particular meeting together for the last two years. Covid and all the won-
derful challenges that it has presented have kept us from getting it set up and done. And then the weatheré... Despite the snowstorm that tried to 
dampen things this meeting and clinics went off without a hitch although there was one minor adjustment. Tim Himmelberger was not able to make 
it due to ice in his neighborhood so Pat Mulrooney filled in and did an outstanding job of presenting the Divisionôs business. 
 
Following the business meeting, a break with coffee and Shady Maple donuts (man 
those things were huge - and delicious) we began the clinics with the first presentation 
by Joel Mitchell of Dwarvin Enterprises. He brought a full display of his lighting 
products and walked us through the advantages and use of fiber optics for building and 
vehicle lighting. He also showed us some of their latest products one of which is an 
animated crossing signal and train movement signals. At the end of his presentation, 
he gave all in attendance a one-time 20% discount coupon for their products. As an 
aside, Dwarvin became a partner in the NMRA's partners program this month which 
gets all NMRA members a 10% discount on their website, Dwarvin.com. 
 
 

WƻŜƭ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΣ 5ǿŀǊǾƛƴ 9ƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜǎ 

5ǿŀǊǾƛƴ ƳƻŘǳƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛƎƘǝƴƎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ 



му 
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NMRA Event Recap (continued) 

5ǿŀǊǾƛƴ ƳƻŘǳƭŜ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴŀƭǎ όǿƛǘƘ ŀǳŘƛƻύΣ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǎƛƎƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƳǇƭƛƎƘǘŜǊ ōƛƭƭōƻŀǊŘ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǝƻƴ 

Our next clinician was our very own Alan Mende. Alan presented a fantastic 
clinic on scratchuilding. Rather than a how-to clinic (although he did offer 
some  great tips), it was more of a "why-not-do-it" presentation. He explained 
that he started scratchbuilding when he first began in the hobby because, as he 
said, "if you wanted it and the manufacturers didn't offer it, the only way to 
get it was to build it yourself" - which he did. And that's not just for buildings 
and line side structures. Alan shared numerous examples of Jersey Central 
motive power and rolling stock that he built himself from scratch. With that he 
had many examples of how he accomplished getting the materials for his pro-
jects by sourcing from market available detail parts to out and out making the 
part himself. 
Alan is very enthusiastic about scratchbuilding and has been published numer-
ous times in Railroad Model Craftsman. If you get the chance to attend a 
clinic that he presents, you should. He makes a compelling argument for doing 
it no matter what level of modeling you may think you're on. 
 
 

!ƭŀƴ aŜƴŘŜ 


