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In the May/June 2023 issue of Sidetracks Tom 

O’Connor’s Central Grove Lumber Company 

was the featured layout.  The On3 scale model 

railroad filled the pages with  Tom’s artistic tal-

ent, masterful structures and scratchbuilt won-

ders. 

In addition to his layout, Tom shared the  stor-

age cabinets filled with On3 scale logging 

equipment.  Each of these replicas was 

scratchbuilt, kitbashed or a combination of 

both methods.  Featured in this month’s issue 

are just a few of the numerous models that 

have not found a home on the Central Grove 

Lumber Company Railroad.   Tom has so many 

more models that are not featured here that 

another trip to his home is warranted in the 

future.  

Seated at his kitchen table is master modeler 

Tom O’Connor.  This unusual work area is 

where  Tom builds each of his models.  He cer-

tainly is a ‘builder’ at heart.  Some of his crea-

tions can been seen continuing on page 7. 

simple Dolbeer Steam 

Donkey engine  
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MODELER’S SHOWCASE 
 

My name is Bill Lesjak and I will be taking over the hosting duties for Modeler’s Showcase from John Wissinger at our 
meetings. John did a wonderful job with this portion of our meetings and we thank him for his work. 

 

I wanted to review Modeler’s Showcase so that everyone understands how wonderful this portion of our meetings 
can be for both the participants and the members. This is not only a time for displaying a prize-winning model but a 
chance to show a project you may have just completed or is in progress. You might have a favorite engine, rolling 
stock or structure you would like to share. Even a favorite tool you use that other members may find useful.  

 

Planet Fitness claims to be a no judgment zone and this is true of Modeler’s Showcase. This is a great venue for shar-
ing ideas, techniques and pride in your workmanship but also for asking for suggestions. Bob Charles MMR, who han-
dles our achievement program is always available for help and might even suggest your model deserves to be consid-
ered for review as part of the achievement process. 

 

So, don’t be shy and bring an item to share at our December 9th Meeting. Please bring a small sign with your name 
and the name of your item so that we can identify them. Presentations are limited to 5 minutes for each item dis-
played. I look forward to seeing you at the meeting and can’t wait to see what you have brought. If you have any 
questions please email me at  blesjak@susquehannanmra.org         
 

Bill Lesjak, Model Showcase Chair 

mailto:wclesjak2@comcast.net
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Superintendent’s Desk  

From the Superintendent’s Desk 

Well, I’m back from the 2023 MER convention, Round the Curve to Altoona.  As the Contest Chair, I’m happy to 

report that there were 44 entries, with 34 being judged models.  Fully 62% of the judged models achieved Merit 

Awards with 14 of them scoring 100 points or higher.  Division member, Jerry Lauchle scored Best in Show with his 

O.W. Houts & Son & O’Neills Fabrication online display.  It scored 120 out of a possible 125 points.  Congratula-

tions, Jerry! 

And while on the subject of contests, we have many exceptional modelers in our division and region.  Yet, the con-

test results for the National contest showed not a single entry from our division.  Why? Yes, Texas is a long way to 

go, and Long Beach, CA for the 2024 National convention is even farther away.  But I’ll ask right now; are any of 

you planning on going to Long Beach next year?  If you are, would you  be willing to take the models of other divi-

sion members to enter by proxy in the contest?  (Contact me personally; I have at least three scratchbuilt steam 

locomotives.)  Some of our members have already won Merit Awards on the regional level.  You deserve recogni-

tion on a national level.  Entering a model on the national level may inspire others to do the same.  And because of 

national level judges, their comments can help you improve your modeling. 

Regarding our December 9th Division meeting, we now have two model 

railroads who will open their layouts that day; Bob Charles’ and Randy 

Watts’ layouts will be open.  Directions to both will be given at the meet.  

I hope you will enjoy my clinic on powering a Funaro & Camerlengo 

Plymouth rod-connected gas-mechanical “critter.”   Remember also that 

we’ll be having a FREE raffle of items you no longer need or want.  Al-

ready we have two brand new freight cars courtesy of Bowser, several 

years of Trains magazines in binders, and other hobby items .  Please, 

please, please bring more. 

Plans are progressing for more division meetings in 2024.  I’m in the process of arranging a meet at Cornwall Man-

or, and our February meet will be a joint one with the Philadelphia Division.  Last year they came to our meet; 

watch for details on attending their meet. 

This Just In!   On Saturday, February 17, 2024 the Philadelphia Division  

and the Susquehanna Division will sponsor a joint meet in Southampton, 
PA 18966.  Be sure to mark your calendar.  Further details will follow.  
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Second Section                            

Susquehanna Sidetracks  

 

Official Newsletter of the Susquehanna Division 11  

Mid‐Eastern Region, NMRA  

655 Willow Valley Square,  L-308 

Lancaster, PA 17602  
  

Contributing to Susquehanna Sidetracks:  

Sidetracks welcomes contributions from our Division 
membership. Letters, articles, photos and other items 
may be sent to the Editor at the e‐mail address listed 
below or the street address above. Deadline for submis-
sion for the next issue is December 15, 2023. 

Officers and Directors          

Committee Chairmen  

  

Achievement Program                            Training 

Chairman                                                   vacant  

Robert Charles, MMR                             training@susquehannanmra.org                     

achievement@susquehannanmra.org                     
 

Model Showcase Program                     Sidetracks  

Chairman                                                   Editor  

Bill Lesjak                                                 Richard Wurst 
showcase@susquehannanmra.org                     editor@susquehannanmra.org 

 

Membership Chairman                   Webmaster   

Howard Oakes                                        David Collison 
membership@susquehannanmra.org            webmaster@susquehannanmra.org         
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Membership Information 
 

 Susquehanna Division website:   

www.susquehannanmra.org  

Mid‐Eastern Region website:  

www.mer-nmra.com  

National Model Railroad Association 

8414 Gulf View Drive, Suite A & B 

Soddy Daisy, TN 37379‐2200 

 Superintendent  Director 

  Alan Mende  David Ellis 

   super@susquehannanmra.org daellisp4@gmail.com 

  Assistant Superintendent  Director   

  Rich Wurst Bill Lesjak 
  assist-super@susquehannanmra.org blesjak@susquehannanmra.org        

  Chief Clerk     Director 

  Dean Johnson Jim Mattern 
  treasurer@susquehannanmra.org  jmattern@susquehannanmra.org 

    Director 
  Ken Roth 
 kroth@susquehannanmra.org         

Editor’s Message 

This issue brings to a close Volume 31 of Sidetracks.  

The year 2023 just seemed to wiz by consuming large 

amounts of time and effort as the Local Convention 

Committee worked to present the ‘Round the Curve to 

Altoona’ MER Convention.  Now we look towards an-

other new year  planning events that will draw greater 

participation and enjoyment. 

Jerry Lauchle, the Local Convention Committee Chair, is 

congratulated for organizing and managing the total 

convention.  Convention activities included educational 

clinics, two railroad prototype excursions, museum vis-

its, operating sessions, layout tours, model contest/

judging and the annual banquet. 

The convention was honored to have NMRA President 

Gordy Robinson as a very special guest.  Gordy traveled 

from his home in Great Britain to visit various NMRA 

functions in the USA.  Gordy spoke briefly at the ban-

quet  and on the last day of the convention provided 

an excellent presentation on his leadership initiatives 

for the NMRA’s future.  Many members had the experi-

ence of interacting with Gordy on a personal basis. 

Sidetracks will be devoting future issues on the many 

facets of the ‘Altoona’ experience.  In the meantime, 

stay well and enjoy the hobby! 

      Rich 

mailto:rcharles@aol.com
mailto:wclesjak2@comcast.net
mailto:rjwurst@comcast.net
mailto:director@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:director@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:director@susquehannanmra.org
mailto:horrnut@netzero.net
mailto:dcollison@rypn.org
mailto:alanmende@yahoo.com
mailto:daellisp4@gmail.com
mailto:rjwurst@comcast.net
mailto:wclesjak2@comcast.net
mailto:drgwdean@hotmail.com
mailto:jmattern41@comcast.net
mailto:wittabull@yahoo.com
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Non-NMRA  Event 
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Ty Wetzel 
Member – Allentown Train Meet Associates 

610-428-6242 
 

317 N. 3rd Street 
Coopersburg, PA 18036  

http://allentowntrainmeet.com  

http://allentowntrainmeet.com/
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NMRA  Event 
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Join us for a joint meet with the New Jersey Division... 

 

When: Saturday, November 11, 2023 at 9:00am  (Doors open at 8:30am)  

Where: Brandywine Town Center Community Center, 4050 Brandywine Parkway, Wilmington, Delaware 19803 

Why: We love trains! 

  

Highlights: 

• Clinic #1:  Dave Albertson - Outdoor Live Steam: Lessons Learned 

• Clinic #2:  Joe Walters, MMR - Scratch Building a Sand Tower 

• Model Display Table/Show & Tell – bring your projects and discuss if you like 

• White Elephant/Swap Tables – sell your stuff or buy someone else's 

• Door Prizes 

• 50/50 Raffle – take a chance to win half the pot 

• Refreshments – coffee, donuts, and Philly soft pretzels 

• Impressive layouts for visitation in the afternoon 

You can also check out the event page for this meet on the division website at https://www.phillynmra.org/events/

philadelphia-division-meet-111123  Information will also follow in the upcoming issue of The Dispatcher.  

Admission is free to all NMRA members. We welcome guests, but ask that you join the NMRA if you want to continue 

attending events. Nine-month, introductory memberships are available at reduced cost. 

Hope to see you there! 

 

https://www.phillynmra.org/events/philadelphia-division-meet-111123
https://www.phillynmra.org/events/philadelphia-division-meet-111123
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Division Event 
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Susquehanna Division Meet 

Saturday, December 9, 2023 

 

 Where:   Good Hope Station Community Room 

 1200 Good Hope Road 

 Mechanicsburg, PA 17050 

What Time:  9 AM – Noon 

Who’s Invited:  NMRA members and friends 

Details: 

•  There will be coffee and donuts (donation). 

•  We will have a short business meeting to let everyone know what is happening in the Division and 

  meet our new directors. 

•  This will be followed by a Modeler’s Showcase.  Bring your latest project; completed or in process. 

•  There will be at least one clinic. 

•  Lunch will be on your own. 

• Home Layout Tour information and directions will be distributed at the meeting. 

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT:  We are going to have a free raffle.  Bring something railroad related, a tool, a model, or 

what have you that you no longer need or want.  Everybody will get a ticket and if yours is drawn, you’ll get to pick 

what you want from what others have brought. 

We currently have: 

two freight cars courtesy of Lee English of Bowser 

1978-1989 (less ’82 and ’83) years of Trains magazines in binders 

cutting tools courtesy of Rich Wurst 

partial decal sets courtesy of Rich Wurst 

COME ON – EVERYBODY BRING SOMETHING FOR THE RAFFLE! 
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Tom O’Connor’s On3 Models (continued) 
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a simple Dolbeer Donkey powered by a Ford 4 cylinder gas engine  

simple Dolbeer Steam Donkey, single piston 
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Tom O’Connor’s On3 Models (continued) 
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simple Dolbeer Steam Donkey with single 

piston and spark arrestor stack 

two drum steam donkey built from a Charles H. Brommer Model (CHB) 

boiler kit using Wiseman castings and a scratchbuilt sled 
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Tom O’Connor’s On3 Models (continued) 
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three drum steam donkey built from a CHB boiler kit with Wiseman castings and scratchbuilt sled and roof 

three drum tractor powered winch  built from  a CHB 

kit , Hart Parr Tractor by Don Winters, miscellaneous 

castings and scratchbuilt sled and roof  
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Tom O’Connor’s On3 Models (continued) 
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two drum steam donkey with CHB boiler, 

Wiseman castings and scratchbuilt sled and 

roof 

Willamette steam loader built with CHB boiler 

and winch kit,  scratchbuilt sled 
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Tom O’Connor’s On3 Models (continued) 
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single drum powered loader built from a Durango Press winch kit, McKenzie Iron and Steel engine kit and scratchbuilt 

sled and boom 

Washington Iron Works road engine used for hauling logs over long distances, from a CHB  

kit for boiler and winches, with a few Wiseman castings, scratchbuilt sled and roof. 
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Tom O’Connor’s On3 Models (continued) 

Sidetracks / Susquehanna Division / NMRA                                                                                        November/December        2023 

 

 

Pictured on this page is a Mack center cab On3 switcher by Precision Scale Company (PSC)  models.  Tom installed a DCC Soundtrax 

mobile sound decoder, added detail parts and applied the prototypical paint scheme.  There is a surviving prototype on display at the 

Mack Truck Historical Museum in Allentown, PA. 
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MER Altoona Convention Report - Part 1 
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The NMRA Mid-Eastern Region’s ‘Round the Curve to Altoona’ 

Convention took place from October 19-22.  There were over 200 

attendees who experienced the opportunities of  rail excursions, 

museum visitations, operating sessions, educational clinics, layout 

tours and the interaction with other model railroaders.  Starting 

with this issue, there will be a series of reports on various activities 

from the convention. 

For this issue (Part 1), the focus will be modular railroads and spe-

cialized modules.  These displays were exhibited in the reception 

area adjacent to the registrar’s table.  Visitors were quite surprised 

at the extremely high level of craftsmanship characterized by each 

hobbyist. 

The Altoona Convention could not have occurred without the hard 

work of the Convention Chairman Jerry Lauchle and the members 

of the Local Convention Committee.  Some of these members were 

Bob Charles, Barry Schmitt, Howard Oakes, Alan Mende, Gary 

Brown, Jeff Burch, Kirk Bateman, Forest Lucas, Lee Rainey, and Da-

vid Ellis.  In addition to these gentlemen there were numerous oth-

er individuals who supported the organizing, managing and 

presentation of convention activities.  A hearty thank you and well-

done is extended to each and everyone. 

Jim Rose, President of the Friends of the Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania, presented a clinic entitles “Consider Mixing Scales and 

Gauges When Planning a Layout”.  Jim  designed and built both modules to demonstrate his ideas. 

On3 gauge in rear 

with O gauge track 

in foreground 

Z scale in rear with N 

scale in foreground 
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MER Altoona Convention Report - Part 1 (continued) 
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Mike DeSensi, a member of the MCR Division 2, brought two N-Scale modular layouts to our convention 
and were displayed in the main convention open area. He was assisted by his 30+ year friend and MCR 
Division member Jim Hofer. The above layout is a 2.5’ x 6’ T-TRAK modular layout, and the photo fea-
tures the Santa Fe’s San Bernardino Passenger Station. It is no longer an available craftsman laser kit 
from Red River Models. It took more than 30-hours to build along with many more hours devoted to 
painting, detailing, and lighting. It won First Place in the T-TRAK category at the 2019 Youngstown OH 
MCR Convention. 

The above opposite side layout photo features a double T-TRAK module titled Downtown and is one of 
Mike’s first modules. It depicts an oil supply depot at track level and a raised large city level with lots of 
transition era details. Mike used the Woodland Scenics Just Plug line of lighting. A truck transfer structure 
with both interior and exterior details is visible. To the left of the elevated city is a module simply labeled 
“Santa Fe #3 Standard Depot” built from an American Model Builders laser kit. 
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MER Altoona Convention Report - Part 1 (continued) 
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The above freelance West View and Santa Fe N-Scale modular layout depicts a wholly owned subsidiary 
of the Santa Fe and is located in the bountiful San Joaquin Valley of California in 1945. Steam is predomi-
nant but a new diesel makes occasional appearances. The main city is West View with lots of rail served 
industries. Mike started construction during the COVID 2020 lockdown, it is 2’ x 4’, uses all Atlas snap 
track with Caboose Industries ground throws for switch control, and can be powered by either DC or DCC. 
Mike earned third place in the 2021 Walthers National Model Railroad Build Off and used the layout to 
earn his NMRA Golden Spike Achievement Award. 

The other half of the West View and Santa Fe Railroad contains the small town of Amelia. Rail served in-
dustries include RS Dee Manufacturing on the left and an icing house and citrus packing house on the 
right. The backgrounds photos for both layouts are from Walthers Instant Horizons line mounted on re-
movable plastic sheets. 

 For more information about the West View & Santa Fe visit: http://www.facebook.com/wvsfrr 

For more info about Iron City N Scale (their T-TRAK group) visit: http://www.facebook.com/
groups/255764356305922 

 photos courtesy of Jerry Lauchle 

http://www.facebook.com/wvsfrr
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NMRA Membership Privileges 

Sidetracks / Susquehanna Division / NMRA                                                                                                  Septemner/October  2023 
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NMRA Membership Privileges (continued) 

Sidetracks / Susquehanna Division / NMRA                                                                                            September/October  2023 
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