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See the full article about Frank’s ‘stellar’ garden railroad on page 7.
1

s / Susquehanna Division / NMRA November/Decembe



In Th|s Issue

-Superintendent’s Desk

Second Section

\.(4:!-_, ¢
imwsmh F‘lsr. I-Repm‘t

Lookmg Back

This model of the steel stacks in Bethlehem, PA was seen on display at the MER Regional Convention in King
of Prussia, PA. This display was created by the members of the Reading Historical and Technical Society.
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Superintendent’s Desk

The Mid-East Region of the NMRA recently held their annual convention in King of Prusssia, PA at the Crown Plaza
Hotel and Conference Center. The Philadelphia Division hosted the event and offered clinics, a model contest, mod-
el railroad vendors, modular layouts, layout tours, a rail excursion, a white elephant sale, a train show and banquet
with a keynote speaker. The convention had 182 registered members in attendance. The Philly Division is com-

mended for a great program that spanned the spectrum of model railroading interests.

Speaking of the convention, there were 46 entries in the model contest. Many of them achieved Merit Awards. |
had originally entered my CNJ iron ore covered hoppers, but | don’t need any more Merit Awards for rolling stock.
So, | made them display models only. If you missed the convention, next year’s will be during October in Virginia

Beach, VA. There will be several tours among the traditional convention offerings.

On the second day of the convention, | presented three (actually, | combined two into one) clinics that were well
received. The rest of the time | served as contest chair in the contest room. | had one heck of a time getting the
ancient contest laptop to work. My frustration would have been much greater had not Kevin O’Connor used his

laptop to enter all the models and modelers into the spreadsheet.

Now to Division business. On November 3™ we will hold our regular Board of Directors meeting on Zoom. All mem-
bers are invited to listen in. Then on November 15", we will have an in person meet at the Good Hope Fire Depart-

ment, 1200 Good Hope Road, Mechanicsburg, PA 17050. The two scheduled clinics are:

1. | will present my clinic on AP Motive Power — You Can Do |t.

2. Dave Ellis will present an Achievement Program overview.
The Mechanicsburg event will also have a Model Showcase, layout tours and our free raffle, so bring your unwanted
or unneeded model railroad related models, tools, books, etc. Arrive at 8:30 AM for coffee, donuts and conversa-

tion. The program begins at 9 AM. Hope to see you there!

AYIN
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Second Section

Susquehanna Sidetracks
Official Newsletter of the Susquehanna Division 11
Mid-Eastern Region, NMRA

Contributing to Sidetracks are always welcome. Division mem-
bers wishing to contribute articles, photos or features may do so
by emailing items to the Editor at the e-mail address listed be-
low.
Submissions should be in WORD format with photos sent under
separate cover. Photos which are part of the submission should
be identified as to their location in the WORD document.
The deadline for submission for the next issue is December 15,
2025.

Officers and Directors

Alan Mende super@susquehannanmra.org

Superintendent:

Asst. Superintendent:  Chris Kier assist-super@susquehannanmra.org

Chief Clerk: Dean Johnson treasurer@susquehannanmra.org
Director: David Ellis dellis@susquehannanmra.org
Director: Jim Mattern jmattern@susquehannanmra.org
Director: Barry Schmitt  shschmitt@susquehananmra.org
Director: Rich Wurst rwurst@susquehannanmra.org

Committee Chairmen

Achievement Program Chair:

Bob Charles, MMR achievement@susquehannanmra.org

Model Showcase Chair:

Bob Charles, MMR showcase@susquehannanmra.org

Membership Chair:

Howard Oakes membership@susquehannanmra.org

Web Designer:
David Collison
Webmaster:
David Ellis

webmaster@susquehannanmra.org

Sidetracks Editor:

Rich Wurst editor@susquehannanmra.org

Susquehanna Division:

www.susquehannanmra.org

Mid-Eastern Region:

www.mer-nmra.com

National Model Railroad Association
8414 Gulf View Drive, Suite A & B

Soddy Daisy, TN 37379-2200

Greetings,

This issue of Sidetracks marks my final news-
letter for the Susquehanna Division. After six
years of producing our bi-monthly commu-
nique | am retiring. My decision to step down
was based on diminishing eyesight. Each is-
sue had become more difficult as computer
skills, editing , photo cropping, page layout
and feature selections proved challenging.

The article Looking Back starting on page 15
shows each edition cover from 2019-2025.
You can see how the newsletter has evolved
over the years as my publishing skills ma-
tured. | originally volunteered when no other
member stepped forth to fill the Editor’s posi-
tion. | not only learned new skills but was
privileged to meet so many fellow modelers
as | helped share their skills with others.

Over the years a number of members have
frequently contributed articles, photos and
Division business news. | want to thank Jerry
Lauchle, MMR, Alan Mende and Dave Ellis.
Whenever | needed an article or feature to
complete an edition they came through.
Thank you, gentlemen!

| plan to contribute serving the Division in
other ways. So long, but not goodbye!

Rich
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Susquehanna Division 2025 Calendar of Events

Date Location Type of Meeting or Event

| March | Harrisburg, PA Division Information Table

1300 | Scollish Rite Harrisburg Harrisburg Railroad Show

| Ma , PA. Rescheduled Membership Meeting with
kT | s Enterprise Center Philly Division
Apnil i Virtual Membership Meeting on Zoom
412125
ey
June Zion Lutheran Churcl Dauphin, In-person Membership Meeling
621125
July Mount Union, PA ing thgFlag"
7118125
August Strasburg, PA Mem
8/16/25 Raircad Museum of Pennsylvania
September Invitation will be emalled Virtual Mem oom
27125
October “Philly Express” Convention, King of Atlend of volunteer
10416-18/25 Prussia, PA MER Regional Convention
November Mechanicsburg, PA In-parson Membership Meeting
1111525 Geod Hope Fire Company ¥
November Houses On your own model radroad visits. We
11/1-30v25 will publcize the link when ready
Decamber TED | Invtation wil be emailed - Virtual Membership Meeting on Zoom

Susquehanna Division 2026 Calendar of Events

DATE LOCATION FXCII.ITY EVENT MANAGER l EVENTTYPE
January zoom B | Dave Ellis & Jim Mattern
February |
1M§rch - Philly detenniné Joint meet with Philly Division Chris Kier, Scott Unger & Joe Walters ‘Jomt m;mbership
;A-p_rll = - - - ; - -
May Dauphin, PA :Ziq_n Lutheran Church TNiah Mend; Iln -person Membership ‘
June w!Quakertown, PA :an_kgriown Train Stati_oni VlHoward Oakes & Barry S. B ;lrlperson Memibiership
July East Broad Top RR Orbisonia, PA B Barry S. & Dean - ' )
August [Strasburg, PA "RR Museumn of PA  |Rich wurst :[lyoerson Membership
i ;
S;ptember 19,2026  |Mechanicsburg, PA ‘Goc; ;'l;p; hre Company Hég_glgy;tl;}'lg:s_&_ ? - '_In-person Membership |
"Octoberr - ~ |virginia Beach, VA | TTde:vater Division 4 ~ MER Convegt@»qinﬁ |
November ~ |Hybrid ZOOM o : ‘Dave Ellis & Jim L . Moderliallroad Ménth_‘
December -

Sidetracks / Susquehanna Division / NMRA

November/December 2025




Susquehanna Division Financial Statement

National Model Railroad Association

Mid-Eastern Region
Susquehanna Division #11
Cash Flow Statement

For July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025

Beginning Cash Balance - July 1, 2024 $17,665.43
Income for the Year
MER/NMRA - Dues $343.00
Coffee Donations 132.00
Donation - Scott Unger 150.00

Total Income Received 625.00

Total Cash Available $18,290.43

Expenses for the Year
Bank Service Charges $36.00
PA RR Museme (Stanley T. White) Donation 50.00
Susquehanna Division - Laptop 575.07
Susquehanna Division - New Signs 95.40
Donuts - Various Susquehanna Division Meetings 174.00
Susquehanna Division - Microphone 59.97
Donation - Hampden Township Fire Co. 75.00
Allentown Economic Development Corp. - Room Rental 150.00
PNC Bank - CD Investment 10,000.00
Zion Lutheran Church - Room Rental 100.00

Total Expenses 11,315.44
Ending Cash Balance - June 30, 2025 ¢ $6,974.99

All Undesignated Funds
Started Matures Description Purchusy inuerent APY %
Amount Rate
6/17/2025 2/17/2026 PNC Bank - 8 Month CD $10,000.00 3.83% 3.90%
Certificate #31300459104
Submitted by Dean Johnson, Chief Clerk
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Frank Stellar’s Garden Railway

1. What is the name of your layout? My garden railroad is the Stiegel Valley Lines, a division of the Pennsylvania

Railroad.
2. What scale is your layout? My garden railway is 1/29 scale.
3. Does your layout have a specific era and/or location? The era represents 1940/50 generally in the coal region of
Northeast Pennsylvania.
4. What are the overall dimensions of your layout? The layout 90 by 40 feet with 900 feet of mainline track.

T T

Sidetracks / Susquehanna Division / NMRA November/December 2025



5. By what means and brand of equipment do you control your layout? | use Crest Train Engineer for control and
LiPo (Lithium Polymer) batteries for motive power.
6. When did you first begin construction of your layout? | started in 2010 with the design phase and began con-

struction in 2011. It took 2 more years to complete the mainline, tunnels, trestles and bridges work-
ing almost every day. It would have been completed sooner if there weren't delays in getting the
track shipped from China and if the quality of the track wasn't so poor. It is aluminum and many
of the rails were torqued.
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7. Do you sponsor Operating Sessions on your layout? | have not.
8. Do you have a track plan diagram for your layout (i.e. JPEG or PDF format)? No
9. What type of track (sectional, flex track or hand laid) and switches are on your layout? | use Aluminum flex

track with stainless steel #6 & #4 switches.

Sidetracks / Susquehanna Division / NMRA November/December 2025



Frank Stellar’s Garden Railway (cont.)

10. If you were to brag about your layout, what would you describe as its outstanding feature(s)? | believe that
realism and interesting design features such as multiple elevations, 3 bridges, 4 tunnels, 5 trestles, and 900 feet
of folded dog bone mainline track are the highlights on my railway.

11. Approximately, how many engines and rolling stock is in your collection? Also, what brand of engines do you
run on your layout? | have 7 steam engines (Aristo Craft and Bachman), 1 diesel, a USA trains GG1, 1 live

steam AML Pacific, 11 heavy weight coaches, 40 coal cars, 17 various freight cars (tank, box, stock, flat) and 4
cabooses.
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Frank Stellar’s Garden Railway (cont.)
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Looking Back

With the November/December edition of Sidetracks being my last hooray, | thought it appropriate to “look back”
and see how our newsletter has evolved. There were many hours of fun mixed with hours of frustration, but over-
all it has been a fulfilling experience.

Our Division is grateful that Kevin Macomber has agreed to take over the reins of Newsletter Editor. I’'m sure
there will be changes as he applies his talent creating new content. | would ask that you support him by sub-
mitting articles, photos, news, etc. so Susquehanna Sidetracks will be better than ever!

2019
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Master modeler Dan Horting
stands beside his live steam rep-
Nca of the Pennsylvasia Ralroad
Xés A3E5S, The engine and ten-

der are 8 1 1/2 scale model of
the real locomotive, See more
isfarmation in "Model Spotight”

on page 22

ERIE RAILROAD #2603 “Mutt M. Shay” was a P-1 chass articulated triplex 2-8-8-8-2 steam

bult by the Baldwan L tive Works during 1914.15,
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Looking Back (cont.)
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Looking Back (cont.)
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Looking Back (cont.)
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Looking Back (cont.)

2023
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MER Convention Model Contest

Last month the MER Region held it’s annual convention. This year the convention was hosted by the Philadelphia
Division and held at the Crown Plaza Hotel and Conference Center in King of Prussia, PA. An integral part of the con-
vention was the Model Contest. After evaluation by a series of competent judges, winners were announced in nu-
merous categories. The following models were selected for specific awards.

Photos courtesy of Jerry Lauchle, MMR
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LEHIGH VALLEY

DIESEL Locomotive John Purcell Lehigh Valley Baldwin S12 Switcher

Freight Car Alex Belida Densmore Short Tank Car
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MER Convention Model Contest (cont.)

The Clyde Gerald Award
Jerry Lauchle, MMR

(a Susquehanna Division member)
Ash Drug Store

Caboose
Don Winn

(a member of the Lone
Star ‘Texas’ Region)

CB&Q NE-10 Waycar

Passenger Car (milk reefers were consisted with passenger trains due to their perishable nature)

Kevin O’Connor NY, O & W Milk Car
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MER Convention Model Contest (cont.)

Maintenance-of-Way and New
Jersey Division Car Inspector
Award

Don Winn
CB&Q 2395 MOW Flat Car

The Ray Bilodeau Narrow
Guage Award

George Phillips
Eagles Mere Flat Car

Traction
Jim Murphy
Holyoke Street RY

Traction Car

Favorite Model Joe Walters, MMR  Schnabel Car CEBX 800
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MER Convention Model Contest (cont.)

President’s Award
Gary Stroh

Conrail Coilshield

Car #631083

On-Line Structure, The Chuck Hladik Award and Best in Show
Bernard Kempinski, MMR  USMRR Engine House and Machine Shop
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MER Convention Model Contest (cont.)

Off-Line Structure and The Philadel-
phia Division New Modeler Award

Stephen Richardson
Daily Inquirer Building

Non-Revenue Car
D. C. Cebula
USMRR Flat Car with Dictator Mortar and Crew

Module Karen Confer Milepost 53 Abandoned Farm

26
Sidetracks / Susquehanna Division / NMRA November/December 2025



MER Convention Model Contest (cont.)

The following models were entered in the Model Con-
test by Jim Cubie, a new member of the Susquehanna
Division. We congratulate him on his modeling skills
and trust he will continue producing models that are
truly worthy of future awards. Hopefully, Jim’s efforts
will encourage other members to participate in model
contest/shows.

HO scale house by the side of the road.

This HO model took second
place in the module category. It
represents an actual granite
guarry located in Vermont
where Jim grew-up.

Jim used photo techniques de-
veloped by Lance Mindheim for
the quarry walls, while the
overall late winter sky follows

the work of Mike Confalone.

HO replica of the Central Vermont Railroad’s Randolph, VT Station during the

1930’s. The model is mostly cardstock with added detail parts.

27
Sidetracks / Susquehanna Division / NMRA November/December 2025



