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Why get involved with the Achievement Program?

• Improve your railroad modeling skills 
• Lifelong learning 


• Guideposts and feedback 


• NOT competition and judgement


• Enriching your hobby experience or becoming an MMR?





Overview of the Achievement Program (AP)

• Eleven categories (currently)


• Arranged in four groups: Model Railroad Equipment, Settings, 
Engineering and Operation, and Service to the Hobby


• Requirements (SOQ)


• Checklists


• Merit Awards: five factors/aspects 



www.nmra.org/categories



Golden Spike
Not AP, but first step

• https://susquehannanmra.org/
wp-content/uploads/Golden-
Spike-V.3.pdf


• https://www.nmra.org/golden-
spike-award


• https://www.nmra.org/system/
files/edutrain/
clinic_golden_spike_brucedeyou
ng.pdf
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Even If You Are Not Planning on AP/MMR
Here are some steps you might take

• Preview Requirements


• Volunteer


• Document 



Volunteer as a Novice “Judge”

• Volunteer at a regional convention 


• Take the “scoring the contest” clinic and be a part of a scoring 
or evaluation team


• You will learn a lot!


• One Merit Award take-away: Always provide drawing(s) or 
photo(s) for “Conformity”



Document NMRA Activities and Modeling
Computer, filing cabinet, or three ring binder

• Volunteering


• Clinics


• Writing


• Operating


• Building your railroad


• Building models



Document
Volunteer activities earn TUs

• Positions held


• Committee membership


• Clinics given


• Contest judging


• Hosting layout open house


• Modules 



Are you an Operator?
Start your “Log Book” now



Building Your RR
Document

• Electrical Diagrams


• Photos


• Track Plans



Modeling
Document

• Photos


• Drawings


• Material lists



Achievement Program
Review

• Why?


• What is the AP?


• Any tips or ideas?



Achievement Program
Questions?

• www.nmra.org/categories


• https://susquehannanmra.org/presentation/


• Shameless Plug: gnbranch.blogspot.com

http://www.nmra.org/categories
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